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1. CHILE: STUDENT BURNING CASE

//THE CONTINUING ISSUE OF THE TWO YOUTHS BURNED EARLY THIS
MONTH BY AN ARMY PATROL MAY PROVOKE NEW ANTIREGIME PROTESTS AND
ERODE 'THE ARMY'S REPUTATION//.

//THE DECISION ON WEDNESDAY BY THE CIVILIAN JUDGE INVESTIGATING
THE CASE TO DETAIN ONLY ONE ARMY LIEUTENANT, RELEASE 24 OTHER ARMY
PERSONNEL, AND TURN THE CASE OVER TO THE MILITARY COURTS IS
ATTRACT ING EXTRAORDINARY. ATTENTION AMONG CHILEANS,

HE DECISION MAY B

WHITEWASH BECAUSE THE MILITARY COURTS MAY DISCOUNT THE TESTIMONY OF
NUMEROUS EYEWITNESSES--AS DID THE CIVILIAN JUDGE--WHO ASSERT THAT AN
ARMY PATROL BEAT THS, SET THEM ON FIRE, AND DUMPED THEM IN AN
ISOLATED AREA//. “U .
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ARE DISMAYED. THE CATHOLIC CHURCH'S HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATION AND
THE LAWYER FOR THE FAMILIES OF THE VICTIMS HAVE ISSUED A DETAILED
STATEMENT, BASED ON EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS, WHICH DIRECTLY CONTRADICTS
THE JUDGE'S FINDING AND 1S RECEIVING HEAVY MED!A PLAY//.

COMMENT: //ALTHOUGH SENIOR MILITARY OFFICERS AND SOME
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS MAY BE WORRIED ABOUT THE MOUNTING OOMESTIC AND
INTERNATIONAL CRITICISH, PRESIDENT PINOCHET ALMOST CERTAINLY WANTS
TO AVOID ‘AN UNPRECEDENTED MILITARY COURT ACTION AGAINST ARMY
PERSONNEL FOR ABUSING HUMAN RIGHTS. NEVERTHELESS, UNLESS THE
MILITARY COURT QUICKLY REVERSES THE CIVILIAN JUDGE'S FINDINGS ANO

" CONVICTS AT LEAST SOME ARMY PERSONNEL, PUBLIC CRITICISM OF THE
REGIME IS LIKELY TO INCREASE SHARPLY//.

//THE INCIDENT HAS HURT THE ARMY'S PRESTIGE WITH Tuf GENERAL
PUBLIC. THE ARMY LEADERSHIP-~-FEARING SIMILAR OCCURRENCES--MAY URGE
PINQCHET TO LIMIT THE SERVICE'S POLICE OUTIES AND TO REDUCE 1Ts ROLE
IN REPRESSING PROTESTS//.
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